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SJAS PTO Minutes
August 7, 2025
Started at 6:30 PM, Gala Meeting concluded at 8:50 PM
Present:
	Mary Maurer
Cassandra Brenny
Chris Bemis
Jolene Copeland
	Amber Roller
Jill Udermann
Michelle Udermann

	Melissa Barzdis
Allie Blank
Jessie Winkelman
	Tim Roller
Leah Novak
Jill Brenny
Linsey Hackenmueller



1. Opening Prayer
2. Welcome/Introduction
3. Agenda Approval
a. Motion to approve - 1st Jill U. 2nd Melissa B. 
4. Secretary Report
a. Motion to approve - 1st Melissa B 2nd Amber R
5. Treasurers Report
a. Approve Balance
b. Chelsey Weber new Treasurer. Toni Hammond is the school representative. Not present, will give an update at a later time.
6. Review Budget
7. Approve Bills
a. Motion to Approve - 1st Michelle 2nd Amber
8. Old Business
a. 6th Grade Graduation
i. Next year if we don’t do a full meal, be sure to communicate this to families. Some expected a full meal. Went really well, looked very classy. Positive feedback having it at the church. Tablecloths looked great. Make sure to send out communication early (maybe even Open House) to notify 5th grade parents about planning graduation. Mr. Bemis will have 5th grade teacher include a message in Open House folders for 5th grade families
b. Pre-School Graduation
i. Ms. Kawaiwe and Hammond will be in communication about if they want/need PTO to pay for pre-K graduation this year
c. Foley Fun Days Parade
i. $298.78 for parade candy to Mary
ii. Rollers took care of building the float, families got together early before the parade to decorate. “Jacked for Jesus” lumberjack theme. Blanks did hot dogs and parking. Funeral Home was questioning if we needed a licence to sell food. It really should have been a free-will offering. Maybe next year just do water and ice cream with a free-will donation sign instead of $5. Parking was full in plenty of time before the parade started. Possibly only one family working food and parking. 2 families might not be necessary. 4pm would be a good starting time.
d. Wild Marsh Sporting Clays Fundraiser - July 18th
i. Linsey:: Went well but not as well as expected. Could be due to it being on a Friday. Learned a lot and will make changes as needed next year. Lots of monetary donations - profited $2,203.11. Minimal help needed, super easy. Most items donated or paid for. Leftover items donated to Disciples Dozen(Water & large box of Chips). Mr. Smith’s marketing tip is to donate small items to get our name out there, rather than paying to do radio ads, etc. Extra waters were donated to an Upsala community member, Jaiden, who is battling a rare skin cancer, for another shooting benefit for him.. His Mom Heidi said it was such a blessing that we thought of them during this time. Cassandra printed out a donation flyer with our Logo and info on it to go with the water donation. Wild Marsh does a lot of fundraiser events and are super helpful with ideas. Sporting Clays event will be on Sunday, August 9th. Only an afternoon shoot. We got a discount for securing a date early. We donated a 5 person shoot to the St. Elizabeth’s Parish Festival, this would be a good idea and advertising for next year's event.(Also helps the church ‘s with donations)  We should do this at all area churches and possibly the Gala. The person who bought the shoot at St. Elizabeth’s did not show up. 
e. Disciples Dozen Golf Scramble July 24th
i. Allie will get receipts to PTA group soon. We owe $2579.84 to Territory.
ii. Went really well. People are already asking about a date for next year. Might move to a Monday next year, possibly June time.  Ended up having to turn away 3 teams. “Disciples Double” next year - 18 holes. 9 in morning, 9 in afternoon. Allie would like to have more of the SJAS kids out at the holes. People liked seeing the kids out and about on golf carts, etc. Parents and couple kids at holes to play games. Eagles Nest raised $365. Used donated water and chips from clay shooting, Donation jar $79. 50/50 raffle $1,080. Zach Zillmer won $500, donated $200 back. Mulligan Package, Men’s/Women’s Longest Drive. Total profit $4,414.63 without any crazy extras. Not too many people needed for fundraiser help either. Lots of interest for next year already. Just waiting to hear from Chad at Territory on a date for next year.Foley is too small to host this tournament, in case anyone asks. There was some concern it wasn’t held in Foley. If we do an 18 hold next year, maybe think about doing a meal. We can bring food in and grill. Brat/burger, etc. Maybe the Lions Club/KC’s would be interested in running the meal. Clear Lake (Jamie Schustack) might want to get involved - donate his time to grill? Lots of things to consider for next year.
f. Gilman Parade July 26th
i. Cassandra Brenny and kids went to hold the banner. Leah Novak also ended up coming. Put banner on car, had speaker for music, threw out some candy. Did not know where to go when she got to Gilman. No signs, etc. directing where to go. Cassandra suggests having a parade committee so we can have a presence at all of the area parades. Need at least 2 adults next year. Gilman might not be one to worry about for next year since they are already in Foley district. Maybe look at Sauk Rapids, Milaca, etc. Brenny’s donated candy (Smarties/Dum Dums) for the event. 
9. New Business
a. Palmer Parade Float: Saturday, Sept. 6th
i. Asked by Clear Lake Lions Club to help sell food. Jamie Schustack asked. Donated $1,000 back to the school. 6 or 7 SJAS parents helped. Will likely ask for help again. Parade is at noon.
ii. Jill spoke to them about the parade. Jill will get us signed up. Allie said they just got a side-by-side she can drive in the parade instead of doing the full float. She will make a couple signs.
b. Open House/PreK/Kindergarten/Open House-next week, Mary will bring info about the PTO to the Kindergarten Ice cream social and Amber will bring info to the Pre-K get together. We will use this as a way to let others know who we are, what we do, we will need someone to set up table at Open House
c. Mayhew Lake Parade
i. Jureks and Jill Brenny might be available to carry banner  - Sept. 7th They will let us know
d. Gilman Trail of Terror
i. End of October - Maurer’s did it last year. Dressed up, handed out candy. Fun time, music, etc. Will plan to do it again this year. Allie mentioned possibly doing a Trunk-or-Treat at her store - will let us know if it happens.
e. Teacher Needs for Classroom?
i. Some teachers do an Amazon wish-list, especially the new ones. Check into Better World for donation wish lists.
f. Pumpkins for Guessing
i. October - right around Walk-a-Thon. Kids get a prize if they guess the closest weight. Mary sent out an email to all teachers to see who would like to participate. Mark Chmielewski donated pumpkins last year. Mary will see if he would like to donate again.
g. House Shirts for incoming new students
i. New shirts for incoming students. Bemis will order, PTO will fund.
h. Staff Birthdays/meals-Gift cards? New way to plan meals?
i. Talked about having the houses each be responsible for teacher meals as a way to get more involvement from all parents
ii. Staff birthdays will be discussed in September
i. Gala Update - meeting at 7:30pm today, license
i. Mr Bemis and Mary will get started on the gambling licence
ii. We will begin to send out donor letters in September, we will have a PTO hand out at all the open house/pre-k/kindergarten socials talking about all our new fundraisers and how to get involved, we will also have a flier there for parents to take and give to work asking for donations
iii. Goal for today - send out sponsorships/decide who should send info to which businesses.
iv. Linsey has a list she compiled of area businesses.
v. Linsey said they get the most response by mailing/flyers. Describe what the opportunity is, give contact info. 1-2 weeks later, call to follow up on the flyer. Do they have questions, etc. Nail down their commitment, sign-up, etc.
vi. Max count of 200-225 at Coyote Moon
vii. PTO email address is: sjaspto@gmail.com
j. Cash Raffle
i. We will start this after the walk a thon, tickets will need to be printed in September. We can sell these at all our school events. Winner will be drawn at Gala
k. Facebook page for SJAS fundraisers
i. Make banners (3 panel science board?) to advertise upcoming fundraisers. Use QR to main Betterworld website fundraiser page. Allie has an idea for using take-apart arches to be able to advertise fundraisers instead of poster board
ii. Allie will try to get this done for Monday before Kindergarten Ice Cream Social.
iii. Facebook PTO page is live!
l. Cookie Bake
i. Jilly Brenny said it is still being talked about as far as location and possibly moving it to another location since the school gym is now needed for gym.
m. Garage Sale
i. Voted off the calendar this year since the money has been (mostly) made up with the Clay Shoot and the Golf Event.
10. Around the Table
11. Next Meeting: Tuesday, September 9th @ 6pm - Gala meeting directly after.
a. October 14, 6pm, Gala Mtg. after
b. November 20, Gala Mtg. after
c. December 9, Gala Mtg. after
d. January 13, Gala Mtg. after
e. February 10, Gala Mtg. after
f. March 10, Gala Mtg. after
g. April 14, Gala Mtg. after
h. May 12, Gala Mtg. after
12. Motion to Adjourn
a. 1st Amber, 2nd Michelle
13. 8:50 PM dismissal
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